
Harry L. Jacobs 
Chicago 

1875 Harry L Jacobs is born in Staunton, Illinois (death cert). 

1911 Harry L. Jacobs, musician, #314 N. Homer (directory). 

1918 Ad in May issue of Musical Messenger for “Built-To-Fit” 
mouthpieces fitted to a plaster cast of your teeth; #314 N. 
Homer Ave, Chicago. 

 A 1930 ad has a quote from Herbert Clarke saying that he 
had used the Built-to-Fit mouthpiece since 1918. 

1919 Ad in Jacob’s Monthly (below) says he was formerly in the 
Sousa band and is a cornet soloist. Now at #47 N. 
Sacramento Blvd. 

 

1920 Now at #49 N. Sacramento Blvd (International Musician). 
Home at #2943 Washington Blvd, music (census). 

1922 Ad from March Musical Messenger. 

 

Ads at right are from 1941, 1946, & 1948. 

 

 

 

 

 



1930 Harry Jacobs, music parts shop, #2943 Washington Ave., 
Chicago (census). Selling “Built-To-Fit” mouthpieces 
(letter to buyer). 

1940 Harry Jacobs, music teacher in studio, #2943 Washington 
Ave, Chicago (census). 

1950 Jacobs is still advertising his mouthpieces in the 
International Musician. 

1957 Harry dies on April 5 and listed as a musician at 2943 
Washington Ave (death cert). 

 

1922 ad from November Musical Messenger 

 

 So, what happened to the greatest cornet player in the 
world? Ralph K. Ostrom was born on 3-9-1908 in Rock 
Island, was a musician in Washington DC by 1930, then 
joined the military by 1934, staying with them until 
retirement. He died on 12-16-1984 in Ashville, NC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     48 N. Sacramento in 1922 

      2943 W. Washington 


